
Global Competitiveness Report 
2016-2017 
September 2016 



World Economic Forum 

Our  
Conversation 
Today 

The Global 
Competitiveness 
Index 

Rankings 

Key messages 

GCI 2.0 



The Global  
Competitiveness  
Index 



The set of institutions,  
policies, and factors that  
determine the level of  
productivity of a country.  
 
The level of productivity,  
in turn, sets the level of  
prosperity that can be  
achieved by an economy. 



What we aim to measure:  
What lies behind different growth paths? 

Source: The Maddison-Project, http://www.ggdc.net/maddison/maddison-project/home.htm, 2013 version. 

Real GDP per capita around the world (PPP adjusted), since 1000 



What we aim to measure:  
Productivity is falling 

Source: OECD, The Future of Productivity (2016) 
Notes: : Multi-factor productivity (MFP) growth measures the growth of GDP over the combined contributions of total hours, workforce skills, machinery 
and structures and ICT capital.  

Growth in total factor productivity 



The Global Competitiveness Index Framework 



The Global Competitiveness Index: 
Data sources 

Quantitative data sourced from 
international organizations. 
 
 
 
Qualitative data sourced from the annual 
Executive Opinion Survey carried out by 
the network of the World Economic 
Forum’s Partner Institutes. 
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Rankings 



The Global Competitiveness Report: 

Rankings 

Rank/138 Economy Score Rank/138 Economy Score 
1 Switzerland 5.8 29 Saudi Arabia 4.8 
2 Singapore 5.7 33 Chile 4.6 
3 United States 5.7 39 India 4.5 
4 Netherlands 5.6 41 Indonesia 4.5 
5 Germany 5.6 43 Russian Federation 4.5 
6 Sweden 5.5 44 Italy 4.5 
7 United Kingdom 5.5 45 Mauritius 4.5 
8 Japan 5.5 47 South Africa 4.5 
9 Hong Kong SAR 5.5 51 Mexico 4.4 

10 Finland 5.4 52 Rwanda 4.4 
15 Canada 5.3 55 Turkey 4.4 
16 United Arab Emirates 5.3 81 Brazil 4.1 
21 France 5.2 89 Cambodia 4.0 
22 Australia 5.2 104 Argentina 3.8 
26 Korea, Rep. 5.0 127 Nigeria 3.4 
28 China 5.0 138 Yemen 2.7 



The Global Competitiveness Report 2016-2017: 
Heatmap 



Key Messages 
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 More quantitative easing 
has not resulted in 
consistently higher growth 
rates. 

 Countries with higher GCI 
scores have had higher 
growth rates since the 
Great Recession despite 
boosting their central bank 
balance sheets less. 

 Constraints to growth are 
on the supply-side. 

The Global Competitiveness Report 2016-2017: 
Monetary policy is not enough: Insufficient competitiveness is a 
constraint for reigniting growth worldwide 



 The relationship between 
technology, business 
sophistication and 
innovation and income 
levels has become 
stronger, specially since 
2011 and for emerging 
economies and net 
commodity exporters. 

The Global Competitiveness Report 2016-2017: 
At the dawn of the Fourth Industrial Revolution era, technology and 
innovation are increasingly driving development  



The Global Competitiveness Report 2016-2017: 
Declining openness is endangering future growth and prosperity 

• Openness and 
innovation go 
together and 
reinforce each 
other. 

• The retreat of 
openness is a 
threat to future 
prosperity. 



GCI 2.0 
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The Global Competitiveness Report 2016-2017: 
GCI 2.0 



Global Competitiveness Report 2016-2017 

Q&A 

23.09.2016 
 

Thank you for your attention 
 

Visit our website for further 
information and to download 

the Report: 
www.weforum.org/gcr 
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